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1001 Cranes by Naomi Hirahara

When 12-year-old Angel Kato arrives in L.A., the last thing she wants to 
do is spend the entire summer with her grandparents. But in the Kato 
family, one is never permitted to complain. Grandma Michi and Aunt 
Janet put Angela to work in their flower shop, folding origami and 
creating 1001 crane displays for newlyweds. At first, Angela learns the 
trade begrudgingly. But when her folding skills improve and her 
relationships with family and friends grow, Angela is able to cope with her 
troubles, especially her parents’ impending divorce.

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary E. Pearson

Who is Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her 
name. She has just awoken from a coma, they tell her, and she is still 
recovering from a terrible accident in which she was involved a year ago. 
But what happened before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does 
she? And are the memories really hers?

Afrika by Colleen Craig

Thirteen-year-old Kim, travels to South Africa with her journalist mother 
and must come to terms with the country's diverse and often shocking 
history with the realization that she is not as removed from this powerful 
story as she thought.
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Alexandria of Africa by Eric Walters

When Alexandria Hyatt is arrested for shoplifting a judge orders her to work 
for an international charity in Kenya where she must face a reality she could 
never have imagined.

All Shook Up by Shelley Pearsall

When thirteen-year-old Josh goes to stay with his father in Chicago for 
a few months, he discovers--to his horror--that his dad has become an 
Elvis impersonator.

Between Two Seas by Marie-Louise Jensen

'Travel to Skagen and find him. Give him my letter. Seek a better life, 
Marianne! Promise!' Bound by a vow made to her dying mother, Marianne 
sells her few belongings and leaves Grimsby. Her destination? Denmark, 
where she will search for her father, Lars Christensen-the golden-haired 
fisherman her mother fell in love with many years before. The journey will 
be long-and dangerous for a young girl travelling alone. As Marianne 
boards the fishing boat that will carry her across the North Sea, she 
wonders: will Denmark be the fairy-tale land she has dreamt of? Will she 
find happiness there? Will the father she has never met welcome the 
arrival of his illegitimate child? And why didn't he return for her mother, 
as he promised he would?
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Blood Hunters by Steve Voake

In the middle of the Mexican jungle a small scientific team prepares to embark 
on an exploration of the world's deepest sinkhole; a naturally-formed 
underwater shaft that no one has ever reached the bottom of. What they are 
about to discover could change the world forever. Three thousand miles away, 
Joe McDonald's father is arrested for murder. Joe and his friend Giles are 
desperate to prove his innocence, but when more people are attacked in 
mysterious circumstances, Joe begins to suspect that a predator is on the loose. 
Maybe the dark shapes he has seen in the woods and canal aren't just his 
imagination. Could the attacks in Joe's town be linked to his dad's research at 
the university? Could Dad's colleague have brought something back with him 
from the expedition in Mexico? Suddenly the search for justice becomes a 
desperate fight for survival ...

Boost by Kathy Mackel

Thirteen-year-old Savvy's dreams of starting for her elite basketball 
team are in danger when she is accused of taking steroids.

Born Among the Dolphins by Patrick Lagrou

When Michael visits the aquarium on a school trip, something strange 
happens: without thinking, he dives into the water and swims with the 
dolphins as if he has done it all his life. His mother realizes that she 
must explain his mysterious affinity for dolphins and soon reveals some 
facts about his past. Together they travel to the Bahamas, where 
Michael was born and where his father mysteriously disappeared. He 
must then overcome many dangers to find out the truth about his past.
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Box Out by John Coy

Liam has just been bumped up to starter on the varsity basketball team, 
and the pressure's on. With the girls' team heading to State, the boys' 
team is under even greater scrutiny than usual in Liam's small midwestern 
town. When the team's coach starts counting on the power of prayer---and 
enforcing teamwide participation---Liam finds himself in a spotlight that's 
more nerve-racking than any trip to the free-throw line. In trying to stand 
up for what's right, Liam is forced to stand up for himself---against his 
teammates, his fellow students, and even his parents.

Burn My Heart by Beverley Naidoo

Mathew and Mugo, two boys—one white, one black—share an uneasy 
friendship in Kenya in the 1950s. They're friends even though Mathew's 
dad owns the land and everything on it. They're friends despite the 
difference in their skin color. And they're friends in the face of the 
growing Mau Mau rebellion, which threatens British settlers with violence 
as black Kenyans struggle to win back their land and freedom. But 
suspicions and accusations are escalating, and an act of betrayal could 
change everything.

Chains by Laurie Hales Anderson

As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own 
fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and 
her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become the property of a malicious New 
York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American 
Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a 
slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who 
know details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the 
unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder 
who can provide her with freedom.
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The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

Hear this tragic tale: a sleeping family, a talented murderer, and an 
adventurous toddler—orphaned, but not assassinated. Small and alone, by 
accident and luck he escapes the scene of the crime and climbs a grassy hill 
to safety. At the top of the hill the boy finds a fence, and on the other side, 
a dark, quiet place.

Guardian by Julius Lester

In a time and place without moral conscience, fourteen-year-old 
Ansel knows what is right and what is true.

But it is dangerous to choose honesty, and so he chooses silence.

Now an innocent man is dead, and Ansel feels the burden of his 
decision. He must also bear the pain of losing a friend, his family, 
and the love of a lifetime.

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

Twenty-four are forced to enter. Only the winner survives.

Survival is second nature for sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who 
struggles to feed her mother and younger sister by secretly hunting 
and gathering beyond the fences of District 12. When Katniss steps in 
to take the place of her sister in the Hunger Games, she knows it may 
be her death sentence. If she is to survive, she must weigh survival 
against humanity and life against love.
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Lost Riders by Elizabeth Laird

Taken to work in a strange country, Rashid and his little brother 
Shari cling to each other. Then they are separated and forced to 
become jockeys in the lucrative camel-racing business. Rashid is 
starved and worked to exhaustion by harsh supervisors - but he has 
a talent for racing and quickly becomes his stable's star jockey. Soon 
he begins to forget what life was like when he had a proper home. He 
almost begins to forget about Shari...

Peeled by Joan Bauer

The orchard-growing community of Banesville, New York, is known as 
The Happiest Town in the Happy Apple Valley. But the sleepy town is 
stricken with hysteria and fear after a series of spooky happenings, 
and then a death occurs near the abandoned Ludlow House. 

As Pen Piedmont, the editor of the local paper, publishes fear-
mongering headlines, high-school reporter Hildy determines to find 
the true story behind the incidents and settle her community’s 
growing unrest. 

The Red Necklace by Sally Gardner

The story of a remarkable boy called Yann Margoza; Tetu the dwarf, 
his friend and mentor; Sido, unloved daughter of a foolish Marquis; 
and Count Kalliovski, Grand Master of a secret society, who has half 
the aristocracy in thrall to him, and wants Yann dead.

Yann is spirited away to London but three years later, when Paris is 
gripped by the bloody horrors of the Revolution, he returns, charged 
with two missions: to find out Kalliovski's darkest deeds and to save 
Sido from the guillotine.
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Scat by Carl Hiaasen

Bunny Starch, the most feared biology teacher ever, is missing. 
She disappeared after a school field trip to Black Vine Swamp. 
And, to be honest, the kids in her class are relieved.
 
But when the principal tries to tell the students that Mrs. Starch 
has been called away on a "family emergency," Nick and Marta 
just don't buy it. No, they figure the class delinquent, Smoke, has 
something to do with her disappearance.
 

The Smile by Donna Jo Napoli

The identity of the woman the world calls Mona Lisa has ignited 
speculation since Leonardo da Vinci created her portrait and left it 
untitled, unsigned, and undated. In this richly embroidered romance 
set in Renaissance Florence, Napoli imagines the young life of the 
woman behind the famous smile. 

Thirteen-year-old Elisabetta, the daughter of a wealthy silk merchant, 
is starting to think of marriage when Leonardo da Vinci, a family friend, 
introduces her to young heir Giuliano de’ Medici. The teenagers share 
an instant attraction that deepens into friendship and, finally, love. 

Smiles To Go by Jerry Spinelli

Will Tuppence is a sensible kid, good at science, with an average 
social life and a loud-mouthed little sister, Tabby, whom he does his 
very best to avoid. But when he learns that scientists have recorded 
the first instance of proton decay, his logical mind goes into free fall 
contemplating the implications. 

When, soon after, he catches his friends Mi-Su and BT kissing, his 
confusion skyrockets. Does he like Mi-Su himself? Would Mi-Su kiss 
him? Does it even matter now that all protons in the universe are 
impermanent? But the point of the story is not proton decay; nor is it 
the uncertainty that the phenomenon represents—as manifested in 
Will's life via the love triangle. 
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The Tomorrow Code by Brian Falkner

CRACK THE CODE...

Tane and Rebecca aren’t sure what to make of it... a sequence of 1s 
and 0s, a message that looks like a random collection of alternating 
digits.
 
As they decode it, slowly it becomes clear -  the messages are being 
sent back in time from the future! 

But why...?

Stolen by Vivian Vande Velde

The day the old witch’s cottage is burned by villagers, a child who 
doesn’t know her own identity appears at Avis and Browley’s door, 
and the couple takes her in. Convinced that she is Isabelle, a little 
girl that the witch had stolen six years before, Avis and Browley send 
word to Isabelle’s parents that their child is alive. Isabelle’s mother, 
Mady, is certain that the mysterious girl is her long-lost daughter. 
Father Frayne is hopeful, too, but bitter older sister Honey is 
skeptical. 

Surely this 12-year-old whom others claim to be Isabelle is an 
imposter! 

The Unnameables by Ellen Booraem

The people of the island Island are an insatiably strict lot. Everything 
must have a use, and their names must match that use: cows are 
called Greater Horned Milk Creatures, seabirds are nameless because 
they are useless, Prudence Carpenter gets renamed Prudence Learned 
when she becomes a teacher, and so on. 

Medford Runyuin has trouble fitting in, being that he was shipwrecked 
on the island as a baby and has no useful name, though he was taken 
in by the Carvers. In secret, he whittles beautiful carvings out of 
wood, an abomination in the eyes of usefulness that could get him 
exiled. Then, a strange goat-man creature arrives, befriends Medford, 
and in a flurry of chaos upsets the neat order of things. 
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The Youngest Templar: Keeper of the Grail by Michael Spradlin

As an orphan, Tristan never dreamed he would travel the world or 
discover the truth about his past. But all that changes when the 
Knights Templar ride through the abbey on their way to battle. 
Suddenly, Tristan finds himself as a squire to one of the most 
respected knights. 

While exciting, it is also dangerous, as Tristan gets caught between 
rival knights desperate for power and entrusted with the most sacred 
relic—the Holy Grail. With the help of a young archer and a deadly 
warrior, can Tristan safely bring the Holy Grail back to England? Or 
will he succumb to the dangers of the evil men who follow in its 
wake?

The Wish Kin by Joss Hedley

Even as he turns he hears the alarm sounding out from the 
watchtower. A moment later there are shouts and a round of machine-
gun fire rips the waking day. He pounds the bed next to him to raise 
his sister, Lydia, from sleep, clapping his hand roughly over her mouth 
that she might not cry out. She sees the danger in his eyes, 
understands now what it is that their father has been speaking of all 
their lives.

They hear whispers of the Wish Kin - people who may have the power 
to heal the earth. But the Clan, a sinister group determined to rule this 
brave new world, are tracking the children. Getting closer...


